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(LI) Today's neighborhood barbecue recreates a world of sharing and hospitality that becomes rarer each year.
We regard as a curiosity the behavior of hunters in exotic regions. But every year millions of North Americans
take to the woods and lakes to kill a wide variety of animals — with a difference, of course: What hunters do
for survival we do for sport (and also for proof of masculinity, for male bonding, and for various psychological
rewards). Like hunters, too, we stuff ourselves almost whenever food is available. Nibbling on a roasted ear of
maize gives us, in addition to nutrients, the satisfaction of participating in culturally simpler ways. A festive meal,
however, is still thought of in Victorian terms, with the dominant male officiating over the roast, the dominant
female apportioning vegetables, the extended family gathered around the table, with everything in its proper
place — a revered picture, as indeed it was so painted by Norman Rockwell, yet one that becomes less
accurate with each year that passes.
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